
  

Alumni Spotlight 

 

Name:  Sarah Lockwood Barr.  

Choir friends would remember me as 

Sarah, but I've been going by Lockwood 

for the past few years now. 

 

Hometown:  Tiburon, CA 

 

Occupation:  Musician (Country Music 

Association artist, banjo player and session 

worker) 

 

Singers Marin Chorus: les étoiles 

 

"Why I sing": I have to.  It fills up my soul.  It's 

pure joy.  I'm not sure what I would do if I 

couldn't sing.  
 

What are you doing now?   I live in Nashville and play music full time.  On 

any given day, I might be writing a song at BMI, rehearsing for a show with 

my band, or laying down tracks in a recording studio for myself or other 

artists. 

 

What has your experience with Singers Marin meant to you?    

By the time I graduated from Redwood High School in 2008, Singers Marin 

was my family. The girls I sang alongside are still some of the best friends I 

have. I learned true discipline and personal accountability as a musician, 

and I also **occasionally** got into trouble with my fellow choir-mates 

(sorry, Jan...).  Quite simply, it made me who I am as a musician. Now living 

in Nashville, I attribute my ability to get hired as a back-up vocalist in some 

of the biggest studios to my choral training. I'm continually shocked by how 

few singers are taught to listen to each other and blend, but I'm grateful for 

those skills setting me apart from the general workforce. 



 

  

I'll never forget standing in the glow-worm caves of New Zealand. I was too 

young to be in les étoiles, but had tagged along on the trip to watch my 

older sister sing. I listened to the girls sing "A Red Red Rose" a cappella in 

those caves. That was it. That was my day. I was officially in love with choral 

music. Fast forward a couple of years, and I was finally an official member 

of les étoiles, as we traveled to Bremen, Germany for the World Choir 

Games (at the time, they were called the Choir Olympics, I believe). All of 

the participants gathered together in the convention center for the closing 

ceremonies on the final night and sang "Dona Nobis Pacem"...thousands of 

singers from around the world...singing the same words...in perfect 

harmony...it still gives me chills. 

 

What would you say to someone who is thinking about learning to sing?    

DO IT!  

It will provide an artistic outlet and facilitate great friendships for the rest of 

your life.  

And obviously start at Singers Marin. 

 

Where would you recommend that a person in Marin go to start singing in a 

chorus?  SINGERS MARIN!  

 

 


