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Upcoming

Wings of Song
Together in Song
Sun., May 4 
3:00 PM
Community Congregational
Church
145 Rock Hill Dr
Tiburon

YSM Concert
Why We Sing!
Sat, May 31 
2:00 PM
Community Congregational
Church
145 Rock Hill Dr
Tiburon

Auditions Notice:
Just Voices, professional
level a cappella ensemble -
preparing for summer
tour. 
Call:  415.383.3712; Email:
singers@singersmarin.org

Ongoing
Mollie Stones
Community Card
Mollie Stones is joining eScrip
with their personal Community
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A Fabulous Evening!



Card.  It is simple and easy to
register.  Click here to
download a form.  All you
need to do is fill it out and drop
it off during your next shopping
trip to Mollie Stone's Once you
have the Card, just show it to
the cashier at checkout and 5%
of your purchase amount will
be donated to us!

Woodlands Market
Community Card
Woodlands Market is also
joining eScrip with their
personal Community Card.  It is
very simple to register.  All you
need to do is fill it out and drop
it off during your next shopping
trip to Woodlands Market. Once
you have picked up your card,
just show it to the cashier at
checkout and 5% of your
purchase amount will be
donated to us! Click here to
download the form 

eScrip
If you haven't already done
so, please register with
eScrip.
Go to their website at
www.escrip.com . Our ID
number is 3376093.
Participating merchants also
include Andronicos,
Paradise Foods,
Macy's and more. For a
complete list of merchants
click here.
 
 

eScrip Recycling
We are joining a nationwide
program where we earn
money when we recycle
empty inkjet and laser printer
cartridges, used cell phones,
digital cameras, laptops,
GPS devices, and MP3
players. Items can be
dropped off at:

Our annual Gala/Silent Auction, "Elegance at Dusk," was a great
success!  Our wonderful supporters helped raise over $20,000 for
Singers Marin. It was an elegant evening of good food, great music and
incredible generosity.  The event was hosted by comedian MC, Danny
Flores Jr., that had everyone laughing with his impersonations of
Stevie Wonder, Bob Dylan, Sonny Bono & Cher.  Also performing were
the talented youth ensembles of Singers Marin and artistic staff.
Special thanks to our Gala committee, Tracy Bell Redig, Lisa Lewis,
Sharon Staley, and Amanda Morando, plus the numerous volunteers
for working tirelessly to make this event so special! To all the Silent
Auction donors, and everyone who attended, an extra big THANK
YOU!  The event would not have been successful without you! 

Speech by our Founder



Mary's Futons, 4100
Redwood Hwy, San Rafael,
Ca 94903. It's completely
free, supports the
environment, and helps us
earn much-need funding. 

Mill Valley Market
When you shop at Mill Valley
Market, be sure to let the
cashier know that you want
to donate to Singers Marin. 
Our ID # is 7051. It is a
simple and easy way to help
contribute to our
organization.

CafePress
Merchandise
Purchase SingersMarin
merchandise from CafePress
by clicking here.

For more information on all of
these upcoming events, Please
visit our website:
www.singersmarin.org

Jan Pedersen Schiff had some inspiring
words to share with the audience toward the
end of the evening, followed by a "flash mob
presentation by the youth choruses singing
"Why We Sing"

Here is the bulk of Jan's speech:

"I am reminded of a quote I heard some years
ago about the benefits of choral music education for our young people:
 "The fact that children can make beautiful music is perhaps less
significant than the fact that the music can make beautiful
children!"

Choral Singing is the first art form.  It is primal!   People sang together
before musical instruments were even created.  What is it about singing
that is so magnetic for children?  And why is it that if you weren't
encouraged to continue to sing at an early age, you forgot that you
could?  The answer to the first question is:  children have less
inhibitions; haven't been told they sound bad; they just enjoy the
pleasure of sustaining sound -- feeling the resonance within their
bodies -- exploring the potential within their voices.  

However, what I hear so often from adults today is, "I can't sing!" or
"You wouldn't want me in your choir!"  It's amazing to me hos so many
people have the preconceived idea that singing is a talent that is given
at birth to some, but not everyone -- when learning the skill is really no
different than learning to ride a bike or swim.  Everyone has the
potential to make a beautiful sound.  Carrying a tune can be the bigger
challenge for adults.  But, no one is really a monotone, or they would
speak like this! (demonstration).  The biggest mistake made by adults is
telling children to be quiet and just mouth the words because they are
singing off key.  With patience and love, it is SO easy to teach a child to
sing in tune.  Not so easy for adults that missed out on this early fin-
tuning of the brain, but even here, I have seen amazing progress.

Why am I talking about this tonight?  When I founded Singers Marin, I
felt it was important to give everyone the opportunity to sing.  There
were no auditions to join the chorus -- and still are none today for the
women's chorus, Wings of Song and our summer chorus, Joyful Sound,
as well as the beginning levels of our youth choruses. Everyone should
have the opportunity to experience the joy of ensemble singing.

However -- what I know -- is that this joy level can reach new heights
when one is reaching for choral excellence.  It is about mastery of the
Choral Art.  A composer takes a great poem and the is inspired to lift
those words to a higher level with his own musical interpretation.
 When performed then by skilled singers, it leaves
everyone experiencing those glorious "thrill bumps!"

This wil be the 4th time we have entered the World Choior Games
competition.  We did well the first year in Bremen, German winning a
Bronze medal.  In Graz, Austria we placed very high with
a Silver Certificate, but missed the gold certificate level by one point,
which would have catapulted us to the Medals level to further compete.
 However, in Cincinnati, in 2012 we did receive both Bronze and Silver



medals in our two competition categories.  I must say, the girls that year
better there than I had ever heard them perform!

This summer in Riga, Latvia, we will be striving for the Gold.  But just
participation in these Games is really enough to have a fulfilling and
rewarding experience.  To be surrounded by 400 choirs from over 60
nations -- with up to 20,000 participants!  Here the World is singing
together!  I have vound that there is nothing comnparable to this
experience, which is why I want to share it again and again with our
singers.

When asked, "What next for Singers Marin?", after celebrating our
25th anniversary last year, I thought that what Marin County needs is
more exposure to artistic excellence in choral singing, so that this
art form is raised to a recognition level equal to that of soccer
(though maybe that is a bit too wishful thinking!)   I think the County
needs to be exposed to what the World considers artistic choral
excellence.  To experience these World Choir Games is nothing short
of an Olympic experience.  The level of artistry that is demanded of
singers from China, Russia, South Africa, Eastern Europe, (and
pockets within the USA) is nothing short of astonishing!

After some discussion with the Singers Marin Board and
Marketing/Development committee, it was decided that bringing an
International Choral Festival to Marin was how we might achieve this
goal.

What the human voice is capable of is rather amazing with its
numerous modes of expression.  However, all too often, choral singing
is likened to your local church choir, or school classroom sing-along.
 But, when artistic excellence is the goal, a new level of human
capability is tapped into.  Simultaneously the singer is asked to be
aware of posture, breath, vocal quality, blending with one's neighbor,
singing in tune, phrasing together, sharing the meaning of the text
through facial expression and selective choreography.  A simple folk
tune can become rather complex.  This is not to diminish just singing
for pure joy, which is a very valid pursuit, but singing to achieve
artistic excellence is an end worth striving for.

Our current goal is to bring an International Choral Festival to Marin in
2015.  We would begin small, with just a few world choirs participating
the first year, but the potential for this festival is huge.  In order
to achieve this new dream and make it a reality, we do need the
support of people like you who recognize the value that choral singing
brings to each individual and to the community.  Music is truly
a universal language that unites us all as we become One in Song! 

Inauguration of our Patron Member Program



At the Gala, we invited those attending to
become Founding Patron Members at $12.50
a month, which would be equivalent
to $150 a year.  Just 100 members at that
giving level would equal $15,000, which would
be earmarked toward supporting this
International Choral Festival in Marin.  Our
larger goal over the next few years would be
for 1000 members. Pledging any amount per
month, large or small, was encouraged. It was
exciting to see the large number of supporters that stood up
responding to this request! 
 
Now, we'd like to invite those of you that couldn't attend our Gala to join
the momentum and be part of expanding the reach of Singers Marin to
a greater audience.  Please make your pledge today 

Click here

"Love Notes" from Just Voices

On Sunday, February 9th, Just Voices, Singers Marin's premier a
cappella mixed vocal ensemble, presented a pre-Valentine's Day
concert, "Love Notes." The program featured a delightfully eclectic mix
of a cappella love songs, from Renaissance to jazz.  A reception
following of chocolates and bubbly were enjoyed by all!  
Congratulations to Just Voices for presenting another lovely program. 



             

Join us on Facebook and Twitter!

Telephone: 415.383.3712
Fax: 415.383.7289 
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If you no longer wish to receive these emails, please reply to this message with "Unsubscribe" in the subject line or simply click on the following
link: Unsubscribe

Choral Singers of Marin (aka Singers Marin)
P.O. Box 2102
1038 Redwood Hyw. Suite 100C
Mill Valley, California 94942
US

Read the VerticalResponse marketing policy.


	A Fabulous Evening!
	Ongoing
	Speech by our Founder
	Inauguration of our Patron Member Program

	"Love Notes" from Just Voices

